HTML Training Part II: HTML Source Code

Introduction

HTML is a simple, universal mark-up language that allows Web publishers to create complex pages of text and images that can be viewed by anyone else on the Web, regardless of what kind of computer or browser is being used. 

Despite what you might have heard, you don't need any special software to create an HTML page; all you need is a word processor (such as SimpleText, BBEdit, or Microsoft Word) and a working knowledge of HTML. And lucky for all of us, basic HTML is dead easy. 

Looking at the Code in Dreamweaver

Take a quick time-out for a look at what Dreamweaver is doing when you add content to a page. As you add text, images, and other content, Dreamweaver generates HTML code. 

Dreamweaver lets you view your document in either of two ways: Design view (where the document looks much like it would look in a browser), and Code view (where you can see the underlying HTML code). You can also use a split view that shows both Code and Design views. 

To view the HTML code for your document: 

1. If the Document toolbar isn’t already visible, choose View > Toolbars > Document.

2. In the Document toolbar, click the Code and Design view button.

The window splits, showing the underlying HTML code.

You can edit the code in Code view. Changes you make to the code don’t appear in Design view until you refresh the view. 

To make code changes appear in Design view, do one of the following: 

· Click anywhere in Design view.

· Click the Refresh button in the Document toolbar. 
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HTML is a Series of Tags

HTML is just a series of tags that are integrated into a text document. They're a lot like stage directions - silently telling the browser what to do, and what props to use. 

HTML tags are usually English words (such as font) or abbreviations (such as "p" for paragraph), but they are distinguished from the regular text because they are placed in small angle brackets. So the paragraph tag is <p>, and the font tag is <font>. Some tags dictate how the page will be formatted (for instance, <p> begins a new paragraph), and others dictate how the words appear (<b> makes text bold). Still others provide information - such as the title - that doesn't appear on the page itself. 

Note: All HTML tags can be in upper or lower case.

Tags Travel in Pairs

The first thing to remember about tags is that they travel in pairs. Every time you use a tag - say <font> - you must also close it off with another tag - in this case, </font>. Note the slash - / - before the word "font"; that's what distinguishes a closing tag from an opening tag. 

The basic HTML page begins with the tag <html> and ends with </html>. In between, the file has two sections - the header and the body. 

Header Tag

The header - enclosed by the <head> and </head> tags - contains information about a page that won't appear on the page itself, such as the title. The body - enclosed by <body> and </body> - is where the action is. Every thing that appears on the page is contained within these tags. 

So let's create a simple sample page, shall we? 

Your basic document will look something like this: 

<html>
<head>
<title>Summer</title>
</head>

<body>
<h1>How Was Your Summer?</h1>

<p>Did you plan a vacation or relax at home?</p>

</body>
</html>
So within the <head> tags, we have the title - "Summer" - which is the title of the page and will appear in the bar across the top of your browser. 

Body Tag

Within the body tags, we have everything that will appear on the page. In the above example, it would look something like this: 

How Was Your Summer?


Did you plan a vacation or relax at home?
As you might have guessed, <h1> is the tag for a headline (the largest headline, in fact) and <p>, of course, marks the beginning of a new paragraph. 

Paragraph Tag


<p> begins a paragraph

Paragraph tags are the most ubiquitous and user-friendly of all the HTML tags. Inserted at the beginning of each paragraph, the <p> tag skips a line before each block of text. 

The HTML for two plain paragraphs will look something like this: 

<p>Relevant text is usually placed within a web page with paragraph tags.</p>

<p>And there is nothing that we love more than relevant text. Except, of course, beer.</p> 

They'll appear like this: 

Relevant text is usually placed within a web page with paragraph tags.

And there is nothing that we love more than relevant text. Except, of course, beer.

Break Tag

If paragraph tags are like double-spacing in MS Word, then single spacing is the <br> break tag. Break tags create a single line break wherever they are placed.

Header Tags


Once upon a time, someone decreed that the headline of an HTML page should be larger and bolder than the rest of the text - just like in the tabloids. And it was so. Headlines can range in size from h1 (quite large) to h6 (quite small). All in all, the headline tag isn't too hard to master. They're switched on with a tag such as <h1> and switched off with a corresponding </h1>. 

If you write in your HTML file: 

<h1>Buy A Shopping Cart Here!</h1>


You'll get: 

Buy A Shopping Cart Here!

Link Tags

<a href="?"> Creates a link.

</a> Closes a link.


When you want to build a link, the first thing you need is the URL of the page you're linking to. 

Then decide which word (or words) on your page will act as the link. The link will be the hot spot, where people can click if they want to go somewhere else. Links are generally underlined, and appear on the browser in a different color than the rest o f the text (the default color for links is blue, but this can be altered). 

To create a link, you should sandwich your selected words between the "anchor" tags, <a href="?"> and </a>, replacing the ? with the correct URL. The "href" may seem cryptic, but it's just an abbreviation for Hypertext REFerence. Translation: It tells the browser what file it's referencing and where to find it. 


The HTML for a link would appear like this: 

<a href="http://www.monstercommerce.com">MonsterCommerce</a>! 

And would appear in a browser like this: 

MonsterCommerce 

The HTML for an email address would appear like this:
<a href="mailto:jen@monstercommerce.com">

And would appear in a browser like this:
jen@monstercommerce.com
Bold and Italic Tags

<b> creates bold text
</b> closes bold text

<i> creates italic text

</i> closes italic text

Both bold (bold) and italic (italic) text are used to show emphasis. Happily, they're two of the easiest tags to master.  To create bold text, just sandwich the word(s) you want to appear in bold with the tags <b> and </b>. 

Example: HTML Code

<p>Relevant text is usually placed within a web page with <i>paragraph tags</i>.</p>

<p>And there is nothing that we love more than relevant text. Except, of course, <b>beer</b>.</p>  

Example: Browser View

Relevant text is usually placed within a web page with paragraph tags.

And there is nothing that we love more than relevant text. Except, of course, beer. 

Note: Occasionally, you'll see <strong> and <em> - used instead of <b> and <i>.
Font Tags

Font Color

<font color=”#000000”> Changes font color per the hex value you provide (000000 is hex value for black).

Font Size

<font size=”2“> adjusts font size per numerical value you indicate (from – 7 to + 6).

</font> returns font to default size.

Background Color

<body bgcolor=”# ? “>  sets the background color of the page.

<td bgcolor=”# ? “> sets the background color of a table cell.

<table bgcolor=”# ?”>

To your HTML file, you are a god. And the background of the page, table, table cell, etc. is the firmament. It can be midnight black or forest green, depending on your whim. 

Aligning Text

Alignment attributes can be added to the <p> tag to align the text in a paragraph to the left, right or center (though large chunks of text are rarely aligned right or center). 

<p align=left> aligns a paragraph to the left

<p align=right> aligns a paragraph to the right

<p align=center> centers a paragraph


Ordered Lists

<ol> creates a numbered list

<li> precedes each list item

</ol> closes the numbered list

Ordered lists are numbered lists. Lists in which the items are numbered.... No big surprises here. 

A simple numbered list will go something like this: 

<p>Three things I know to be true:

<ol>

<li> A cucumber and marmalade sandwich tastes better than it sounds.

<li> A mountain bike never belongs in the back seat of my mom's sedan.

<li> A head of lettuce isn't a good commuting snack.

</ol>

In a browser it will look like this: 

Three things I know to be true: 

1. A cucumber and marmalade sandwich tastes better than it sounds. 

2. A mountain bike never belongs in the back seat of my mom's sedan. 

3. A head of lettuce isn't a good commuting snack. 


Unordered Lists

<ul> begins an unordered list

<li> precedes each list item

</ul> closes the list

Like all of our favorite things, the <ul> tag is more than meets the eye. As its name suggests, it's quite adept at structuring unordered (bulleted) lists. But it also moonlights as a margin-maker, as we'll see below. 

The HTML for a basic list would look something like this: 

<p>Animals That Make Poor Office Pets:

<ul>

<li> Chickens

<li> Llamas

<li> Pigs

</ul>

And will appear on a browser like this: 

Animals That Make Poor Office Pets: 

· Chickens 

· Llamas 

· Pigs 


Tables

Basically, if you can draw it in a grid, and it's not shaped like an L, you can put it in a table. And if you understand what you can and can't do right from the beginning, you'll save yourself lots of hassle in the long run. 

The basics 
There are three basic units in any table: the table, the table row, and the table cell. The tags for these are: 

	Table: 
	<table>

	Table row: 
	<tr>

	Table cell: 
	<td>


(An aside: Why is the tag for a table cell <td>? Well, there are two schools of thought on the matter. Some say it stands for "table data," and some say the Netscape engineers were on crack.) 

The thing to remember here is that a <td> is always enclosed in a <tr>, which is always enclosed in a <table>. 

Enough already. Let's do it!
OK. Let's make the basic table we outlined above. Here it is: 

	Cell 1
	Cell 2

	Cell 3
	Cell 4


And here's the code: 

<table border>

<tr>

<td>Cell 1</td>

<td>Cell 2</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Cell 3</td>

<td>Cell 4</td>

</tr>

</table>

Colspan

You can also make a cell in one row stretch across two cells in another. Like this: 

	Cell 1

	Cell 3
	Cell 4


To accomplish this, you have to use the colspan modifier. Just add colspan=2 to the <td>, and voilà! 

<table border>

<tr>

<td colspan=2>Cell 1</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Cell 3</td>

<td>Cell 4</td>

</tr>

</table>

Just remember: Rows run horizontally, columns run vertically. 


Table Spacing 

Cellspacing makes the border of the table fatter, increasing the distance between cells. 

Cellpadding adds invisible space inside the border of the cells, which pushes the cell's contents away from the border on all four sides. 

	cellspacing=10 

1 
2 
3 
4 

	cellpadding=10 

1 
2 
3 
4 



Both attributes go in the <table> tag, like so: 

<table cellpadding="4" cellspacing="5"> 

If you're planning on leaving the table borders off, it really doesn't matter which you use. But if you're going to leave the borders on (or add color to your table cells) the difference between the two tags will become very important. Just remember: Spacing increases the size of the border, and padding increases the space around the border. 


More Fun with Tables

<td align=right> aligns anything you put in that cell (text, images, etc.) to the right. <table align=right> aligns the whole table to the right and flows text around it. 

The values for aligning an entire table are: 

align=right pushes everything against the right side. 
align=left pushes everything against the left side. (This is the default setting, so you probably won't ever need it.) 
align=center centers everything in the middle. 

But wait, there's more! We can also line stuff up vertically, pushing it toward the top, bottom, or middle of the cells. We do this with valign: 

<td valign=top> aligns anything you put in that cell (text, images, etc.) at the top. 

The values for vertical alignment are: 

valign=top pushes everything to the top of the cell. 
valign=bottom pushes everything to the bottom of the cell. 
valign=middle centers everything in the middle vertically.

Comment Tag


Comment tags are manually inserted into HTML source code for reference purposes. The are started and stopped via the following:

<!--    type comment here     -->

Whatever code, text, images, etc. appear within those comment tags will not display within the browser on a web page.

This isn’t Google’s favorite spider food, so use sparingly when developing for Search Engine Optimization.

Horizontal Rule

Horizontal rules are ugly but often useful for dividing content into groups. You’ve seen them online before…just a big, ugly line looking thing. The code for inserting a horizontal rule is: <hr>.

What about Form Tags?!

Some other time (
